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Wednesday 25-27 May
Sapsasa Football

Wed 27 May
Yr 7 Immunisations

National Simultaneous Storytime

Friday 29 May
Pupil Free Day

Monday 8 June
King’s Birthday

Wednesday 10 June
Yr 5 Mad Minute

Monday 15 June
Yr 10-12 Flinders Uni Visit

Wednesday 17 June
Yr 7-9 SA Olympics Unleashed

Wednesday 24 June
Yr 10 PPEP Talk

Monday 17 June
Yr 10 PPEP Talk

Friday 19 June
NAIDOC Week Assembly

Monday 22-24 June
Sapsasa Netball

Friday 3 July
End of Term

important dates

It has been a busy and productive start to the term at Kingston Community School. 
Our students continue to shine in SAPSASA sporting events and various camps, 
including the Year 10 career expo in Adelaide, the Year 7 adventure camp, and the 
Year 6 city orientation camp. If your child participates in any external events, we’d 
love to receive photos and results to share our community’s achievements.

Recent staff professional learning focused on CREW, the SA curriculum, and 
behaviour strategies, and it was fantastic to have both teaching and support staff 
collaborate on future plans.

Please remember our next pupil free day coming up on Friday 29th May when our 
staff will be spending the day off site observing at another school within the local 
area. This will help us bring more fresh and exciting ideas to our school.

Regular attendance is a continued focus, especially during morning CREW 
sessions, and this term we will work closely with families where improvement 
may be needed. A reminder to families that the school yard is not supervised 
until 8.30am. Whilst staff often arrive well before this time, it is to prepare their 
classrooms for the day and meet with collegues, not worry about what early 
arriving students are getting up to in the yard. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our students and school community.

Kind regards,
Sam Murdock
Principal

We are CREW, not passengers.

Across our Crews, students have been actively building important dispositions and connections through a range 
of activities and discussions, which have been carefully designed to reflect the needs of each particular Crew. Key 
foci so far have included developing resilience and empathy, strengthening group work skills, understanding the 
consequences and trickle effects of our actions, and fostering community between students and staff. CREWs have 
also explored critical thinking challenges, which have been both high energy and motivational, and enjoyed valuable 
cross-year level interactions. It has been wonderful to see engagement continue to grow, with students becoming 
increasingly confident in sharing thoughtful ideas during the morning circle and embracing the idea of helping their 
Crew “get up the mountain” together. We hope families are enjoying the weekly CREW @ KCS updates and photos, 
and that these are sparking conversations about learning and growth at home.



DO IT FOR DOLLY

Friday Week 2 was Do It for Dolly Day, a day where schools, businesses, communities and individuals all unite to stand 
against bullying. This day, and Dolly's Dream, was created by Kate and Tick Everett after their own 14 year old girl, 
Dolly, died of suicide brought on by relentless bullying. The aim of the day is to challenge a culture of bullying, rally 
around victims and educate young people on suicide, bullying, anxiety and depression.

At KCS we celebrated the chance to unite against bullying. Our Crews covered the hallways in blue, with butterflies, 
posters and anti-bullying conversation starters. Our staff and students united to wear blue and created what was 
a day long tribute to Dolly and her wishes. In the morning each of our Crews focused on sharing Dolly's story, and 
discussed the dangers of bullying, how we can notice it and stand against it. We approached the morning as a time of 
self reflection, some tough conversations were had and hopefully some mindsets were changed.

We also managed to raise $696.00 for the Do it for Dolly Foundation by collecting a gold coin donation and selling 
blue donuts. This money will go towards vital support services, anti-bullying education and resources that help protect 
children from bullying. 

It was an extremely special day to be a part of. The Kingston Community School thanks everyone that helped out, wore 
blue, donated money or bought a donut.

To finish in the words of Dolly,

"Speak, even if your voice shakes"

We are CREW, not passengers.



Year 7 students embarked on a three-day camp to Noorla 
Yo-Long, Rendlesham last week from Tuesday 12th to 
Thursday 14th May. This camp is a South Australian Police 
Blue Light camp, designed to safely test the students’ 
limits and comfort zones in team building and personal 
challenge indoor/outdoor activities across the three days. 
Added in to the mix was the challenge of tenting, cooking 
meals in camp kitchens, and being responsible for one’s 
own belongings and organisation. There were highs and 
lows as students navigated being personally stretched, 
learning much about themselves and others along the 
way.

On Day 1 we departed Kingston with the school bus, car 
and two trailers, collecting the Robe students in Robe along 
the way. We hit the detour at Beachport and went the 
long way round, arriving at Rendlesham a little later than 
planned. Students met Police Officer and Camp Program 
Manager Geoff Yates and were orientated with the camp, 
it’s facilities and layout. Afterwards, campers unpacked 
and began the process of setting up their own tents and 
camp kitchens complete with benches, eskys, gas burners, 
gas bottles, and washing up facilities. After that, they 
engaged in some group brain teasers, a blindfolded run, 
and a blindfolded partner-maze navigation task. Students 
enjoyed cooking their own BBQ tea, ate some donuts for 
dessert, and some enjoyed a game of good old fashioned 
Human Hungry Hippos prior to getting ready for bed.

On Day 2, the camp awoke to the smells of pancakes and 
bacon wafting from the camp kitchens of early risers. 
Students readied themselves for the day and began with a 
blindfolded obstacle course challenge in pairs. After that, 
the group sang Happy Birthday to new teenager Peggy, 
enjoying a delicious homemade birthday cake with her. 
The group then headed for the first of the rope challenges, 
suspended just a foot above the ground and needing to 

work as a team to move all members of the team from 
one platform to another without falling off or touching 
the ground. Once students cottoned on that they needed 
to work together, this challenge was completed. Delicious 
meat and salad wraps, fruit and homemade goodies were 
served for lunch and before long, students were at it 
again, this time on the medium ropes suspended 4 metres 
above the ground in the pine trees. Many personal fears 
were faced and conquered, with all students attempting 
at least one challenge. Many did multiple or them all, 
feeling a real sense of achievement. The pinnacle arrived 
when the group moved on to the high ropes challenges 
designed on a purpose-built climbing frame 8 metres 
above the ground. It was great to see some students 
really shine in these activities, relishing every moment 
and developing such close bonds with the instructors. 
Some much needed down time in tents or playing kick-
to-kick followed, before students enjoyed a Master Chef 
class on how to make Bolognese by our very own Mr 
Merrett! Cooking groups then got on with the business, 
with some groups commenting on their own surprising 
ability to make Bolognese themselves. The evening was 
rounded out with a camp fire, marshmallow toasting, and 
volleyball up in the main gym before very tired kiddos fell 
into their beds.

There was a somewhat sluggish start on Day 3, our final 
day, but smells of hot cooked breakfasts still filled the 
camp. Students then completed an Egg Drop challenge in 
groups, before having instruction on the indoor climbing 
wall and giving that a go. Once again, it was great to see 
all students listening intently and giving it their best shot 
once their turn came around. After a comprehensive 
camp pack up and lunch, some students returned to 
do the most difficult indoor climbing challenges. A final 
sweep of the camp site followed before students jumped 
into the bus and car, tired from a great overall experience 
and ready for the trip home.

Noorla Yo-Long provides a great setting for students to 
personally challenge themselves in a safe and supported 
environment. Students learn first-hand the importance of 
working together, utilising the strengths within the team, 
and the value of being willing to step outside of one’s 
comfort zone to learn more about oneself and what’s 
possible, not just what we already know. This camp gets 
in your blood and we know these students will be talking 
about it long into their futures, remembering that time 
when they took and risk and did something amazing!

Year 7 Camp Staff
Mr Merrett, Mr Dodson, Miss Ashby and Mrs Telfer

Year 7 Camp Noorla Yo-Long



Don’t forget to like our FACEBOOK page and follow us 
on Instagram to stay connected and to receive regular 
updates and reminders of school events and activities.

You can find our page at:
www.facebook.com/kingstoncommunityschool
@kingstoncommunityschool

Year 7 Camp Noorla Yo-Long



The Year 10 students visited Adelaide in a whirlwind tour 
to help shape their future. First up was a guided tour of 
Flinders University in the hills overlooking Adelaide and 
the ocean. Students were given an overview of life at 
Flinders, then taken through workshops led by Flinders 
students, and finally a tour of campus living. Our students 
got to experience the science behind creating food 
flavours and sport, the different sub-fields of psychology, 
and the pathways to studying medicine at Flinders. 

The following morning we were amongst the first to 
enter the Adelaide Careers and Employment Expo at the 
showgrounds. This was an amazing opportunity to speak 
with representatives from a wide range of industries. 
Students not only learned about career pathways, but 
also got to participate in activities such as changing a tire, 
experiencing a rocket launch, manipulating a robotic arm, 
and hairdressing a mannequin. One of our students was 
even offered a placement for work experience in Term 3!

Our 10’s represented KCS well over the 24 hours in 
Adelaide and came away with a wealth of knowledge on 
career options.

YEAR 10 CAREERS EXPO



Term 2 has seen lots of activity on the school farm with the arrival of some of our show steers,
meat chickens and camps. Our Year 10 Show Team students headed off to Mount Gambier in
Week 1 to attend the South East Cattle Handlers Workshop. The girls who attended had a
fantastic time learning all things about cattle. They participated in a number of sessions over the
two days on ringcraft, animal behaviour, reproduction and AI, structure, washing and clipping,
industry connections and pathways. It was a great introduction for our students that provided
them with experience led by industry experts.

Our Year 12's have conducted their Soil’s Practical Investigation in the Science Lab, looking at
water holding capacity. Our Year 11's have been designing their own investigations with
comparsion of light on germination rates and plant growth as well as have started to prepare
and sow our paddocks on the farm for their fertiliser trial. Year 10's have been working with our
show steers and learning how to work with cattle. Year 9's have been focusing on sheep work and
have been monitoring our show merino wethers. Year 8's have been been planting winter
vegetables, learning about egg anatomy and chicken digestion. Year 7's have been focusing on
plant and weed identification.

Show Team has kicked off for the year, with students from Years 9 to 12 invited to join. Team
members have the option of attending once per week, with four lunch break sessions available.

We are still seeking some support for our program. If you are able to assist with any of the
following items to help keep our valuable activities running smoothly and enrich our curriculum,
we would be very grateful:

Hay: If you have hay available for the farm to purchase, we would love to hear from you.
Steers: We have many keen Show Team students and are in need of two more steers for our
Mount Gambier Show Team. Please contact the school if you would like more information or
are able to assist.

We also welcome your support—whether through donation, advice, or volunteering your time—as
it makes a huge difference to our agriculture students. If you are able to help, please contact the
school office or email me directly.

Thank you for helping us provide exceptional learning opportunities for the next generation of
young farmers and agri-enthusiasts!

Katie Hines
Lead Agriculture Teacher

A big thank you to the following families and businesses who have recently supported our Ag
Program:

Rob Starling – for organising snail bait for the school farm and generously donating his time
to spread it out for us.
Nutrien Kingston – for donating 500kg of snail bait for use around the school farm.
James Holme – for donating 10 large bales of hay.

Your ongoing support makes a significant difference to our program and is greatly appreciated.

Term 2 Update

Thank You

AG NEWS UPDATEAG NEWS UPDATE



Cattle Handlers

Year 12 Ag - Soils Design & Deconstruct Practical

Year 9/10 Ag

AG NEWS UPDATEAG NEWS UPDATE



Term 1, 2026 Crossing Roster

New teams take over on Tuesday morning each week, 
including new terms.
PLEASE BE AT THE FRONT OFFICE BY 8.15AM

Term 2
Week
5		 26/05/26	 Kelsey C	 Chloe G
6	   	2/06/26	 Sophie G	 Isabelle P
7 	   	9/06/26	 Leyton J	 Finn Z
8		 17/03/26	 Hollie W	 Frankie W
9		 24/03/26	 Macey W	 Lylah M		
10		 31/03/26	 James T	 Rhyce V
11	  	 7/04/26	 Hannah G	 Georgie W
		 & Day 1 Term3

SAVE THE DATE


